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British thermal unit: The quantity of heat required to raise the temperature of 1 pound of liquid water by 1 degree Fahrenheit at 

the temperature at which water has its greatest density (approximately 39 degrees Fahrenheit). 

Btu: The abbreviation for British Thermal Unit(s). 

Btu conversion factor: A factor for converting energy data between one unit of measurement and British thermal units (Btu). Btu 

conversion factors are generally used to convert energy data from physical units of measure (such as barrels, cubic feet, or short 

tons) into the energy-equivalent measure of Btu. (See http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/monthly/pdf/sec13.pdfr? for further 

information on Btu conversion factors.) 

Btu per cubic foot: The total heating value, expressed in Btu, produced by the combustion, at constant pressure, of the amount 

of the gas that would occupy a volume of 1 cubic foot at a temperature of 60 degrees F if saturated with water vapor and under a 

pressure equivalent to that of 30 inches of mercury at 32 degrees F and under standard gravitational force (980.665 cm. per sec. 

squared) with air of the same temperature and pressure as the gas, when the products of combustion are cooled to the initial 

temperature of gas and air when the water formed by combustion is condensed to the liquid state.(Sometimes called gross heating 

value or total heating value.) 

BTX: The acronym for the commercial petroleum aromatics-- benzene, toluene, and xylene. 

Budget plan: An agreement between the household and the utility company or fuel supplier that allows the household to pay the 

same amount for fuel for each month for a number of months. 

Building shell (envelope) DSM program: A DSM program that promotes reduction of energy consumption through 

improvements to the building envelope. Includes installations of insulation, weather stripping, caulking, window film, and window 

replacement. (Also see DSM, Demand-Side Management Programs.) 

Building shell conservation feature: A building feature designed to reduce energy loss or gain through the shell or envelope of 

the building. Data collected by EIA on the following specific building shell energy conservation features: roof, ceiling, or wall 

insulation; storm windows or double- or triple-paned glass (multiple glazing); tinted or reflective glass or shading films; exterior or 

interior shadings or awnings; and weather stripping or caulking. (See Roof or Ceiling Insulation, Wall Insulation, Reflective or 

Shading Glass or Film, Storm Window or Triple-Paned Glass, Building Shell (Envelope), and Weather Stripping or Caulking.) 

Built-in electric units: An individual-resistance electric-heating unit that is permanently installed in the floors, walls, ceilings, or 

baseboards and is part of the electrical installation of the building. Electric-heating devices that are plugged into an electric socket 

or outlet are not considered built in. (Also see Heating Equipment.) 

Bulk power transactions: The wholesale sale, purchase, and interchange of electricity among electric utilities. Bulk power 

transactions are used by electric utilities for many different aspects of electric utility operations, from maintaining load to reducing 

costs. 

Bulk sales: Wholesale sales of gasoline in individual transactions which exceed the size of a truckload. 

Bulk station: A facility used primarily for the storage and/or marketing of petroleum products, which has a total bulk storage 

capacity of less than 50,000 barrels and receives its petroleum products by tank car or truck. 

Bulk termlnal : A facility used primarily for the storage and/or marketing of petroleum products, which has a total bulk storage 

capacity of 50,000 barrels or more and/or receives petroleum products by tanker, barge, or pipeline. 

Bundled utility service (electric): A means of operation whereby energy, transmission, and distribution services, as well as 

ancillary and retail services, are provided by one entity. 

Bunker fuels: Fuel supplied to ships and aircraft, both domestic and foreign, consisting primarily of residual and distillate fuel oil 

for ships and kerosene-based jet fuel for aircraft. The term "international bunker fuels" is used to denote the consumption of fuel for 

international transport activities. Note: For the purposes of greenhouse gas emissions inventories, data on emissions from 

combustion of international bunker fuels are subtracted from national emissions totals. Historically, bunker fuels have meant only 

ship fuel. 
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Burn days: The number of days the station could continue to operate by burning coal already on hand assuming no additional 

deliveries of coal and an average consumption rate. 

Burnup: Amount of thermal energy generated per unit mass of fuel, expressed as Gigawatt-Days Thermal per Metric Ton of Initial 

Heavy Metal (GWDT/MTIHM), rounded to the nearest gigawatt day. 

Bus: An electrical conductor that serves as a common connection for two or more electrical circuits. 

Butane (C4H10): A straight-chain or branch-chain hydrocarbon extracted from natural gas or refinery gas streams, which is 

gaseous at standard temperature and pressure. It includes isobutane and normal butane and is designated in ASTM Specification 

D1835 and Gas Processors Association specifications for commercial butane. 

Butylene (C4H8): An olefinic hydrocarbon recovered from refinery or petrochemical processes, which is gaseous at standard 

temperature and pressure. Butylene is used in the production of gasoline and various petrochemical products. 

Buy-back oil: Crude oil acquired from a host government whereby a portion of the government's ownership interest in the crude 

oil produced in that country may or should be purchased by the producing firm. 

BWR: Boiling-Water Reactor 

Bypassed footage: Bypassed footage is the footage in that section of hole that is abandoned as the result of remedial sidetrack 

drilling operations. 

Byproduct: A secondary or additional product resulting from the feedstock use of energy or the processing of nonenergy 

materials. For example, the more common byproducts of coke ovens are coal gas, tar, and a mixture of benzene, toluene, and 

xylenes (BTX). 
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